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cunning object can I present to him?" He went to the storehouse
and picked out a fine piece of translucent mutton-fat jade and
then summoning the jade carvers attached to the palace he said
to them: "What can this piece of jade be made into?" "It will make
a fine set of wine cups," said one. "It would be too bad to use such an
excellent bit of jade for wine cups," said the Prince. "It will make
a fine mohoulo 3 since it is pointed at the top and round at the
bottom," said another. "A mohoulo is only suitable for the Seven
Seven festival," 4 the Prince said. "It is of no use for ordinary days."
Now among the jade carvers there was a young man about
twenty-five years old by the name of Tsui Ning. He was a native
of Chienkang, Shengchou province, and had been in the service
of the Prince for several years. He stepped forward and said,
"May it please Your Highness, the jade can be best made into a
Kuanyin of the South Sea."
"That's exactly what I am thinking," said the Prince, and com-
manded Tsui Ning to proceed with the task.
In about two months* time the jade Kuanyin was completed
and was presented to the Emperor. The Dragon Countenance was
greatly pleased and Tsui Ning was rewarded handsomely.
The days went by and soon spring returned. Tsui Ning and
a few of his friends were in a wine shop near the Chientang
Gate after a spring outing. After a few cups they suddenly heard
a commotion on the street, and on looking out of the balcony
window they saw a throng talking excitedly about a fire in the
direction of the Well Pavilion Bridge. They hurried out on the
street themselves and this was what they saw:
At first it was like a firefly, then it was like lamp flames.
Soon it was brighter than a thousand candles and stronger
than ten thousand buckets could extinguish.
8 A popular term for dolls of the Sung and Yuan times and frequently en-
countered in fiction and plays of the period. It is a transliteration of some Sanskrit
word. As is evident from the text here, the doll is large at the bottom and tapers
off at the top, so that it cannot be upset This form of doll has survived to
modern times and is known as ptt'taofttreng or "old man who would not fall**1
* Seventh of the seventh month, sometimes translated as All Souls Festival.
Offerings to ghosts in general are made at this time so as to provide for homeless
that might otherwise go hungry.